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Underwriting Souls Essential Reading 
 

The Archives and Exhibitions of Underwriting Souls are deeply informed and motivated 
by a host of thinkers within Black Studies and the Black Digital Humanities. Too often 
ignored, these scholars offer novel archival practices and methods, challenging us to  
interrogate the tensions between the past and the present. Here is a shortlist of some 
of the work that guides Underwriting Souls. Some of these texts may be difficult to 
access due to academic paywalls. Many of these materials can be accessed with a 
membership to the British Library. Visit your local library for questions around 
accessibility.  

 
 
Core Reading: 
Berry, Daina Ramey. The Price for their Pound of Flesh: The Value of the Enslaved, 
From Womb to Grave, in the Building of a Nation. Beacon Press, 2017. 
 
Donington, Katie. The Bonds of Family: Slavery, Commerce and Culture in the British 
Atlantic World. Manchester University Press, 2019. 
 
Draper, Nicholas. "The City of London and Slavery: Evidence from the First Dock 
Companies, 1795–1800 1." The Economic History Review. 61, No. 2 (2008): pp. 432-466. 
 
Fuentes, Marisa J. Dispossessed Lives: Enslaved Women, Violence, and the Archive. 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016. 
 
Gallon, K. (2016). "Making a Case for the Black Digital Humanities.” Debates in the 
Digital Humanities, 42-49. 
 
Gumbs, Alexis Pauline. Spill: Scenes of Black Feminist Fugitivity. Duke University Press, 
2016. 
 
Hall, Catherine, Nicholas Draper, Keith McClelland, Katie Donington, and Rachel Lang. 
Legacies of British Slave-Ownership: Colonial Slavery and the Formation of Victorian 
Britain. Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
 
Hall, Rebecca. Wake: The Hidden History of Women-Led Slave Revolts. Simon and 
Schuster, 2022. 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.bl.uk%2Fcollections%2Fmembership&data=05%7C01%7Cawhite94%40jhmi.edu%7C194be449ca6a43b0542908dbdf9ad344%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638349628287904331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YLPj3YWytO%2FxmCO8e1OZfVOhHPYQM5NvlyIW76HqyUU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.beacon.org/The-Price-for-Their-Pound-of-Flesh-P1367.aspx
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9781526129482/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1468-0289.2007.00400.x
https://www.pennpress.org/9780812224184/dispossessed-lives/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5749/j.ctt1cn6thb.7.pdf?acceptTC=true&coverpage=false&addFooter=false
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5749/j.ctt1cn6thb.7.pdf?acceptTC=true&coverpage=false&addFooter=false
https://www.dukeupress.edu/spill
https://www.dukeupress.edu/spill
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/legacies-of-british-slaveownership/8750A3837D3D7F2D3E3D836250A42FC1
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Wake/Rebecca-Hall/9781982115197
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Wake/Rebecca-Hall/9781982115197
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Hartman, Saidiya. "Venus in Two Acts." Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism.12, 
No. 2 (2008): pp. 1-14. 
 
Hartman, Saidiya. “Intimate History, Radical Narrative.” Black Perspectives. (2020). 
 
Inikori, Joseph E. Africans and the Industrial Revolution in England: A Study in 
International Trade and Economic Development. Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
 
Jackson, Zakiyyah Iman. Becoming Human. New York University Press, 2020. 
 
Johnson, Jessica Marie. "Markup Bodies: Black [Life] Studies and Slavery [Death] 
Studies at the Digital Crossroads." Social Text. 36, No. 4 (2018): pp. 57-79. 
 
Johnson, Jessica Marie. Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy, and Freedom in the 
Atlantic World. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020. 
 
McKittrick, Katherine. "Mathematics Black Life." The Black Scholar. 44, No. 2 (2014): 
pp. 16-28. 
 
Mitchell, Elise A. "On Slavery, Medicine, Speculation, and the Archive." Historical 
Studies in the Natural Sciences. 53, No. 1 (2023): pp. 82-85. 
 
Morgan, Jennifer L. “Accounting for ‘The Most Excruciating Torment:’ Gender, Slavery, 
and Trans-Atlantic Passages.” History of the Present. 6, No. 2 (2016): pp. 184-207. 
 
Morgan, Jennifer L. Reckoning with Slavery: Gender, Kinship, and Capitalism in the 
Early Black Atlantic. Duke University Press, 2021. 
 
Mustakeem, Sowande. Slavery at Sea: Terror, Sex, and Sickness in the Middle Passage. 
University of Illinois Press, 2016. 
 
Roberts, Carolyn Elizabeth: “To Heal and to Harm: Medicine, Knowledge, and Power in 
the Atlantic Slave Trade.” (Dissertation). Harvard University, 2017. 
 
Rupprecht, Anita. “Inherent Vice: Marine Insurance, Slave Ship Rebellion, and the Law.” 
Race & Class. 57, No. 3. (2016): pp. 31-44. 
 
Sharpe, Christina. In the Wake: On Blackness and Being. Duke University Press, 2016. 
 
Smallwood, Stephanie E. Saltwater Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American 
Diaspora. Harvard University Press, 2007. 

https://www.aaihs.org/intimate-history-radical-narrative/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/africans-and-the-industrial-revolution-in-england/0C139772DA7F0C2B1E0753393A5E9E1B
https://nyupress.org/9781479830374/becoming-human/
https://www.pennpress.org/9781512823707/wicked-flesh/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5816/blackscholar.44.2.0016
https://online.ucpress.edu/hsns/article/53/1/82/195537/On-Slavery-Medicine-Speculation-and-the-Archive
https://online.ucpress.edu/hsns/article/53/1/82/195537/On-Slavery-Medicine-Speculation-and-the-Archive
https://read.dukeupress.edu/history-of-the-present/article-abstract/6/2/184/153282/Accounting-for-The-Most-Excruciating-Torment
https://www.dukeupress.edu/reckoning-with-slavery
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt1hfr0gf
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2512810892?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0306396815611849
https://www.dukeupress.edu/in-the-wake
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674030688
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Williams, Eric E. Capitalism & Slavery. University of North Carolina Press, 1994. 
 
Broader Reading: 
Baucom, Ian. Specters of the Atlantic: Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of 
History. Duke University Press, 2005. 
 
Behm, Amanda, Christienna Fryar, Emma Hunter, Elisabeth Leake, Su Lin Lewis, and 
Sarah Miller-Davenport. "Decolonizing History: Enquiry and Practice." History 
Workshop Journal, Vol. 89, pp. 169-191. Oxford University Press, 2020. 
 
Bergin, Cathy, and Anita Rupprecht. "Reparative Histories: Tracing Narratives of Black 
Resistance and White Entitlement." Race & Class. 60, No. 1. (2018): pp. 22-37. 
 
Berry, Daina Ramey. The Price for their Pound of Flesh: The Value of the Enslaved, 
From Womb to Grave, in the Building of a Nation. Beacon Press, 2017. 
 
Brown, Vincent. "Mapping a Slave Revolt: Visualizing Spatial History through the 
Archives of Slavery." Social Text. 33, No. 4. (2015): pp. 134-141. 
 
Brown, Vincent. Tacky’s Revolt: The Story of An Atlantic Slave War. Harvard University 
Press, 2019. 
 
Crowell, Caitlin Love. "Her Heart, My Hands: Writing An Intimate Life." In Why We Write. 
pp. 68-81. Routledge, 2013. 
 
Donington, Katie. The Bonds of Family: Slavery, Commerce and Culture in the British 
Atlantic World. Manchester University Press, 2019. 
 
Drabinski, John E. Glissant and the Middle Passage: Philosophy, Beginning, Abyss. 
University of Minnesota Press, 2019. 
 
Draper, Nicholas. "The City of London and Slavery: Evidence from the First Dock 
Companies, 1795–1800 1." The Economic History Review. 61, No. 2 (2008): pp. 432-466. 
 
Draper, Nicholas. The Price of Emancipation: Slave-Ownership, Compensation and 
British Society at the End of Slavery. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
 
Fuentes, Marisa J. Dispossessed Lives: Enslaved Women, Violence, and the Archive. 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016. 
 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469619491_williams
https://www.dukeupress.edu/Specters-of-the-Atlantic/
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article/doi/10.1093/hwj/dbz052/5739463
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article/doi/10.1093/hwj/dbz052/5739463
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0306396818770853
https://www.beacon.org/The-Price-for-Their-Pound-of-Flesh-P1367.aspx
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674737570
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674737570
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9780203958735-10/heart-hands-writing-intimate-life-caitlin-love-crowell
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9781526129482/
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/glissant-and-the-middle-passage
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1468-0289.2007.00400.x
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/universitypress/subjects/history/british-history-after-1450/price-emancipation-slave-ownership-compensation-and-british-society-end-slavery?format=HB&isbn=9780521115254#:~:text=When%20colonial%20slavery%20was%20abolished,compensation:%20the%20enslaved%20received%20nothing.
https://www.pennpress.org/9780812224184/dispossessed-lives/
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Gallon, K. (2016). "Making a Case for the Black Digital Humanities.” Debates in the 
Digital Humanities, 42-49. 
 
Gumbs, Alexis Pauline. Spill: Scenes of Black Feminist Fugitivity. Duke University Press, 
2016. 
 
Gumbs, Alexis Pauline. Undrowned: Black Feminist Lessons from Marine Mammals. AK 
Press, 2020. 
 
Hall, Catherine, Nicholas Draper, Keith McClelland, Katie Donington, and Rachel Lang. 
Legacies of British Slave-Ownership: Colonial Slavery and the Formation of Victorian 
Britain. Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
 
Hall, Rebecca. Wake: The Hidden History of Women-Led Slave Revolts. Simon and 
Schuster, 2022. 
 
Hartman, Saidiya. "Venus in Two Acts." Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism.12, 
No. 2 (2008): pp. 1-14. 
 
Hartman, Saidiya V., and Frank B. Wilderson. "The Position of the Unthought." Qui 
Parle. 13, No. 2 (2003): pp. 183-201. 
 
Hartman, Saidiya V. (2019). Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments: Intimate Histories of 
Riotous Black Girls, Troublesome Women, and Queer Radicals. WW Norton & Company. 
 
Hartman, Saidiya. “Intimate History, Radical Narrative.” Black Perspectives. (2020). 
 
Haggerty, Sheryllynne. Merely for Money?: Business Culture in the British Atlantic, 
1750–1815. Liverpool University Press, 2012. 
 
Herschaft, Jeremy A. "Not Your Average Coffee Shop: Lloyd's of London — A Twenty-
First-Century Primer on the History, Structure, and Future of the Backbone of Marine 
Insurance." Tulane Maritime Law Journal. 29 (2004): pp. 169-186.  
 
Inikori, Joseph E. Africans and the Industrial Revolution in England: A Study in 
International Trade and Economic Development. Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
 
Isoke, Zenzele. "Black Ethnography, Black (Female) Aesthetics: 
Thinking/Writing/Saying/Sounding Black Political Life." Theory & Event. 21, No. 1 
(2018): pp. 148-168. 
 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5749/j.ctt1cn6thb.7.pdf?acceptTC=true&coverpage=false&addFooter=false
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.5749/j.ctt1cn6thb.7.pdf?acceptTC=true&coverpage=false&addFooter=false
https://www.dukeupress.edu/spill
https://www.dukeupress.edu/spill
https://www.akpress.org/undrowned.html
https://www.akpress.org/undrowned.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/legacies-of-british-slaveownership/8750A3837D3D7F2D3E3D836250A42FC1
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Wake/Rebecca-Hall/9781982115197
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Wake/Rebecca-Hall/9781982115197
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20686156
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20686156
http://www.apple.com/
https://wwnorton.com/books/9780393357622
https://www.aaihs.org/intimate-history-radical-narrative/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt5vjd5j
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/tulmar29&div=16&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/africans-and-the-industrial-revolution-in-england/0C139772DA7F0C2B1E0753393A5E9E1B
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/685974
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Jackson, Zakiyyah Iman. Becoming Human. New York University Press, 2020. 
 
Johnson, Jessica Marie. "Markup Bodies: Black [Life] Studies and Slavery [Death] 
Studies at the Digital Crossroads." Social Text. 36, No. 4 (2018): pp. 57-79. 
 
Johnson, Jessica Marie. “A History of ‘Venus.’” Slavery & Abolition. 39, No. 1 (2018): pp. 
190-197. 
 
Johnson, Jessica Marie. Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy, and Freedom in the 
Atlantic World. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020. 
 
Lurvink, Karin. "Underwriting Slavery: Insurance and Slavery in the Dutch Republic 
(1718–1778)." Slavery & Abolition. 40, No. 3 (2019): pp. 472-493. 
 
Makalani, Minkah. "The Politically Unimaginable in Black Marxist Thought." Small Axe: 
A Caribbean Journal of Criticism. 22, No. 2 (2018): pp. 18-34. 
 
McKittrick, Katherine. "Mathematics Black Life." The Black Scholar. 44, No. 2 (2014): 
pp. 16-28. 
 
McKittrick, Katherine. Dear Science and Other Stories. Duke University Press, 2020. 
 
Mitchell, Elise A. "Morbid Crossings: Surviving Smallpox, Maritime Quarantine, and the 
Gendered Geography of the Early Eighteenth-Century Intra-Caribbean Slave Trade." The 
William and Mary Quarterly. 79, No. 2 (2022): pp. 177-210. 
 
Mitchell, Elise A. "On Slavery, Medicine, Speculation, and the Archive." Historical 
Studies in the Natural Sciences. 53, No. 1 (2023): pp. 82-85. 
 
Morgan, Jennifer. Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery. 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004. 
 
Morgan, Jennifer L. “Accounting for ‘The Most Excruciating Torment:’ Gender, Slavery, 
and Trans-Atlantic Passages.” History of the Present. 6, No. 2 (2016): pp. 184-207. 
 
Morgan, Jennifer L. Reckoning with Slavery: Gender, Kinship, and Capitalism in the 
Early Black Atlantic. Duke University Press, 2021. 
 
Moten, Fred. "The Subprime and the Beautiful." African Identities. 11, No. 2. (2013): pp. 
237-245. 
 

https://nyupress.org/9781479830374/becoming-human/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0144039X.2017.1379219
https://www.pennpress.org/9781512823707/wicked-flesh/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0144039X.2019.1578545
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5816/blackscholar.44.2.0016
https://www.dukeupress.edu/dear-science-and-other-stories
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/275/article/855663/summary
https://online.ucpress.edu/hsns/article/53/1/82/195537/On-Slavery-Medicine-Speculation-and-the-Archive
https://online.ucpress.edu/hsns/article/53/1/82/195537/On-Slavery-Medicine-Speculation-and-the-Archive
https://www.pennpress.org/9780812218732/laboring-women/
https://read.dukeupress.edu/history-of-the-present/article-abstract/6/2/184/153282/Accounting-for-The-Most-Excruciating-Torment
https://www.dukeupress.edu/reckoning-with-slavery
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14725843.2013.797289
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Mustakeem, Sowande. “‘I Never Have Such a Sickly Ship Before:’ Diet, Disease, and 
Mortality in 18th-century Atlantic Slaving Voyages." The Journal of African American 
History. 93, No. 4 (2008): 474-496. 
 
Mustakeem, Sowande. “‘She Must Go Overboard & Shall Go Overboard:’ Diseased 
Bodies and the Spectacle of Murder at Sea." Atlantic Studies. 8, No. 3 (2011): pp. 301-
316 
 
Mustakeem, Sowande. Slavery at Sea: Terror, Sex, and Sickness in the Middle Passage. 
University of Illinois Press, 2016. 
 
Parham, Marisa. "17, or, Tough, Dark, Vulnerable, Moody." CR: The New Centennial 
Review. 16, No. 2 (2016): pp. 65-80. 
 
Pearson, Robin, and David Richardson. "Insuring the Transatlantic Slave Trade." The 
Journal of Economic History 79, No. 2 (2019): pp. 417-446. 
 
Roberts, Carolyn Elizabeth: “To Heal and to Harm: Medicine, Knowledge, and Power in 
the Atlantic Slave Trade.” (Dissertation). Harvard University, 2017. 
 
Rodney, Walter. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Verso Books, 2018. 
 
Rupprecht, Anita. "Excessive Memories: Slavery, Insurance, and Resistance." History 
Workshop Journal. Vol. 64, No. 1. pp. 6-28. Oxford University Press, 2007. 
 
Rupprecht, Anita. “Inherent Vice: Marine Insurance, Slave Ship Rebellion, and the Law.” 
Race & Class. 57, No. 3. (2016): pp. 31-44. 
 
Sharpe, Christina. Monstrous Intimacies: Making Post-Slavery Subjects. Duke 
University Press, 2010. 
 
Sharpe, Christina. In the Wake: On Blackness and Being. Duke University Press, 2016. 
 
Sharpe, Christina. "And to Survive." Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism. 22, No. 
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Smallwood, Stephanie E. "African Guardians, European Slave Ships, and the Changing 
Dynamics of Power in the Early Modern Atlantic.” The William and Mary Quarterly. 64, 
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https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/JAAHv93n4p474?journalCode=jaah
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/JAAHv93n4p474?journalCode=jaah
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14788810.2011.589695
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt1hfr0gf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.14321/crnewcentrevi.16.2.0065
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.14321/crnewcentrevi.16.2.0065
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-economic-history/article/insuring-the-transatlantic-slave-trade/F1E2354A667CF7A4DB989838F37B2DC2
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-economic-history/article/insuring-the-transatlantic-slave-trade/F1E2354A667CF7A4DB989838F37B2DC2
https://www.versobooks.com/products/788-how-europe-underdeveloped-africa
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-abstract/64/1/6/600957
https://academic.oup.com/hwj/article-abstract/64/1/6/600957
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0306396815611849
https://www.dukeupress.edu/monstrous-intimacies
https://www.dukeupress.edu/monstrous-intimacies
https://www.dukeupress.edu/in-the-wake
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25096747
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Smallwood, Stephanie E. Saltwater Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American 
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Smallwood, Stephanie E. "The Politics of the Archive and History's Accountability to the 
Enslaved." History of the Present. 6, No. 2 (2016): pp. 117-132. 
 
Smallwood, Stephanie. “The Living Dead Aboard the Slave Ship at Sea.” In Critical 
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https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674030688
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/historypresent.6.2.0117
https://brill.com/display/book/edcoll/9789004346611/BP000044.xml
https://brill.com/display/book/edcoll/9789004346611/BP000044.xml
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10999949.2020.1804808
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